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I. Vision

At Jubilee, we want children to make an exceptionally good start in the Early Years through excellent
provision. Jubilee Primary School is committed to creating a high quality, encouraging but challenging learning
environment and caring ethos that values everyone. In the Early Years, children deepen their knowledge and
understanding by playing, talking, observing, planning, questioning, testing, repeating, reflecting and
responding to adults and to each other. We encourage children to explore, discover, experiment, problem
-solve, and above all, communicate freely. As its name suggests, the Early Years provide the vital and
important foundation for all future learning. We believe that young children learn best through high quality
play experiences supported by skilled adults.

At Jubilee, we have a strong emphasis on outdoor learning and children are able to play and learn outside in
all weathers. We encourage children to make their own choices about what they would like to do at nursery
in order to develop their independence skills. We endeavour to inspire imaginations through our termly
topics, and provide a rich, stimulating place for children to thrive.

We aim to:

o Create a safe, caring environment that provides broad, high quality, personalised provision in line
with the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 202 | under termly topics

e Motivate children to be adventurous and challenge themselves

e Enable children to develop as confident and happy learners

e Support children to be independent in as many ways as possible

e Help children to develop friendships and resolve problems themselves

e Ensure that our environment reflects and values the rich diversity of cultures, faiths and abilities in
our community

e Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of development
and individual needs

e Be committed to professional development and continually reflect and strive to improve through
up to date EY- specific training and development

e Be committed to Safeguarding all children in our care and take all necessary, thorough steps to
ensure that our environment is safe

e Involve parents/carers in a consistent dialogue about their child’s development, in order to plan
ways to best support the child
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2. The Curriculum in the Early Years
The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021 is based upon four themes:

A Unique Child

Positive Relationships
Enabling Environments
Learning and Development

We deliver learning for all of the areas through purposeful play and learning experiences, with a balance
of adult-led and child-initiated activities. There are seven areas of learning as detailed in the curriculum:

Three Prime Areas Four Specific Areas
Communication and Language Literacy
Physical Development Mathematics
Personal, Social and Emotional Development Expressive Arts and Design
Understanding of the World

A Unique Child

At Jubilee, we recognise that children develop in individual ways, at varying rates. Children’s attitudes
and dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback from others; we use praise and
encouragement, as well as celebration and rewards, to encourage children to develop a positive
attitude to learning. We value the rich diversity of individuals within our school. All children at Jubilee
are treated fairly regardless of race, gender, religion or abilities. All children and their families are
valued within our school.

In Early Years, we set challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children. We achieve this by
planning to meet the needs of all children regardless of gender, children with special educational needs,
children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds,
children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.

Positive Relationships

At Jubilee Primary School we recognise that children learn to be strong, confident and independent from
being in secure relationships. We aim to develop caring, respectful, professional relationships with the
children and their families. We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and
we value being partners with them in their child’s education.

All staff involved with the EYFS aim to develop good relationships with all children, interacting positively
with them and taking time to listen to them. The class teacher is the key person for each child in the
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class. We have one teacher and one Nursery Officer per class. This ratio of adults to children enables
us to spend more time with children, investing in their emotional and social development.

Enabling Environments

At Jubilee Primary School we recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending
the children’s development. This begins by observing the children and assessing their interests, development
and learning, before planning challenging and appealing activities and experiences. Nursery and Reception
classrooms are organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and safely.

There are areas where the children can be active, be quiet, creative, and express themselves. Each classroom
has a shared outdoor classroom area. The free flow between the inside and the outside has a positive effect
on the children’s development. Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing things in different ways and on
different scales than when indoors. The children can explore, use their senses and be as physically active as
they wish.

Learning and Development

The Planning objectives used in both Nursery and Reception are taken from the Development Matters
Statements from the Early Years Foundation Stage document. We have one broad topic per half-term in
Reception. The topic acts as an inspiration or a starting point, but we always value the children’s interests
and build these into the planning.

Teachers plan in accordance with the Foundation Years curriculum and our own topics, following the child’s
interests, motivations, and needs. The plans reflect both adult led and child led activities. Planning is created
over a weekly period for story/ group times and adult led activities which are personalised for individuals
and groups. A daily plan of free flow activities is supported by our long term scheme of learning. We provide
learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability and learning style of
the children.

At Jubilee, we are passionate about giving children the very best experiences both inside and out. The
outdoor environment is a positively powerful place where children can develop confidence and resilience.
We currently have two trained teachers in Forest School to Level 3 in our Early Years. Children in Nursery
and Reception enjoy weekly Forest school sessions for half a day.

3. Assessment

We make regular assessments of children’s learning and we use this information to ensure that future
planning reflects identified needs. Assessment in the Foundation Stage takes the form of both formal and
informal observations. At the end of Reception, the children’s progress is recorded on to the Early Years
Foundation Stage Profile. Each child’s level of development is recorded against the |7 Early Learning Goals.
During the year, all children in either Nursery or Reception are tracked using Target Tracker, supported by
the statements and guidance in The Development Matters document.
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All children will have a collection of observations on Target Tracker, detailing any significant learning that
they demonstrate in the Nursery or Reception class. The observations are used to plan further educational
experiences specifically for the child.

In Reception, we achieve this in a variety of ways by:
e setting common, open ended play based tasks to elicit a variety and depth of response;
where appropriate, grouping children by ability in the room and setting tasks of increasing difficulty
e providing practical opportunities for kinaesthetic learners;
e utilising the outdoors as a powerful learning environment for all using
visual stimuli and artefacts to promote interest;
e using Nursery Officers or additional staff to support children
e using trips and visitors to further develop understanding;
e group work to allow collaboration and develop thinking skills.

Children’s achievements are celebrated regularly through displays in classrooms and shared areas around
the school and during school assemblies.

Where appropriate, the Early Years participates in Whole School Days — based around the topics or
other important educational events (e.g. World Book Day) which are planned throughout the year.

4. Settling and Induction
We have an induction programme at Jubilee to support new families to settle in and join the community.
e Initial phone call or email to make contact with the families
e A home visitis arranged.
e Invitation to a Welcome Stay and Play session, where children have the opportunity to play and become
familiar with their new classroom and playground, and meet some new classmates.

5. Working with Parents and Carers

We recognise that parents/carers are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value being
partners with them in their child’s education. Parents and carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress
and development. We provide parents and/or carers with a well-rounded picture of their child’s knowledge,
understanding and abilities. We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong
partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.

We foster this through:

e Talking to parents/carers before their child starts school at our Home Visit, Welcome Events, such as
our Stay and Play Welcome Afternoon and Teddy Bears’ Picnic

e Visiting the families at home for an initial home visit

e OQutlining the school’s expectations in the Home-School agreement
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Operating an open door policy for parents/carers with any queries or concerns

Sending texts home with positive feedback about the child’s achievements

Publishing weekly news sheets, with prompts to support children at home

Inviting parents to attend meetings about areas of the curriculum, such as phonics or reading

Offering parent/teacher consultation meetings at which their child’s progress is discussed

Sending a written report on their child’s attainment and progress at the end of their time in Reception
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Appendix i.

Example Knowledge Organiser for a Reception Topic
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Reception Knowledge Organiser

Crucial Knowledge

I will learn that. ..

N

e Animals have life cycles

All animals are living creatures with
their own feelings

e There are a wide variety of animals
with different appearances,
movements, behaviours and habitats

e Some animals are carnivores and some
are herbivores

I will be able to...

e Identify the common jungle and
savannah animals

e Explain that some animals hatch from
eggs

e Describe what kinds of fur, feather or
scales different animals have

e Explain that some animals wake up at
night and sleep in the day

e Describe the different kinds of habitats
that animals might inhabit and why

e Explain that some animals are
endangered

e Describe some typical animal

behaviours

Key Vocabulary

Words | will learn
e Life cycle
e Habitat

Nocturnal

1
.

Endangered
e Savannah

e Herbivore
e Carnivore

e Predator

| will learn that...

David Attenborough is a natural
historian, writer, broadcaster and film-

maker.

Important People

Artist Focus: Henri Rousseau

Core Books

INSIDE

Core Songs

The Animal Boogie
| Have a Pet

Class Trip:

London Zoo

RHINOS DON’T
EAT) PANCAKES

iy e
Rl [Seaes
SRR et ¥

This builds on our learning in Nursery about:
* Animals on the Farm
This will help us when we learn about:

e Y| Nature all around us: Flowers; Coasts

* Y2 Nature all around us: Minibeasts

* Y3 Nature all around us: Trees; Our World: Rainforests

* Y4 Our World: Mountains; Nature all around us: Pond Life
e Y5 Nature all around us: Bees

* Y6 Our World: Volcanoes, The Galapagos Islands
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Appendix ii.

Example Topic Plan for Early Years

Autumn | | Autumn 2 | Spring | | Spring 2 | Summer | | Summer 2
K51 and Nature all around
KS2 topic Where we live Our History Authors and artists Our world us World history
theme
Creatures
Qur World Space Under the Sea
Reception Fairy Tales Magic and Mystery | (science, geography) P
topic (PSHE, UW —RE, (science,
history, (literacy, arts) (literacy, arts) (.2 week block (history, science) geography)
geography) Dinosaurs, then
animals)
Nursery Happy and . . .
; Forest Friends Fantastic Folod On the Farm In the Garden The Seaside
topics Healthy
(growing and
minibeasts

Appendix iii. Example Weekly News Sheets for Parents and Carer, Nursery

Date: Week beginning 27th September 2021

Y
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Topic: Happy and Healthy JUbI Jee

Theme: Developing confidence and making learning links Tospiien magiintions

Our Book of the Our Sound of the Week: Our Words of the Our Songs of the

Week: - 2 Week: Week:

saCant me - Number of the week: Slither Sleeping Bunnies

’ﬂ’eohanl"&wr Feast Miss Polly had a Dolly
2% ol Stink Rain Rain Go Away

Questions to ask at home:
“What is the number of the week? Can you spot something with only 2 ____ ?" (e.g. two wheels on the bike)
- “Your sound of the week was a. | wonder what starts with a. Do you have an idea!” (the words we learnt were ant, apple,
astronaut, animal)
- “Can you explain to me what the words slithery/feast/stink mean? Can you show me what slithery means by moving your body?”

- “l wonder why it is important to brush your teeth. What do you think?"
Notices:

We have been:

e Continuing to learn how our Helping Hands system works in the

nursery. We pick two children each day and they help to give out the
fruit and water at snack time. This has been brilliant to help children
learn each other’s names and feeling more confident to talk to new

children. This is also a time when we practise saying please and thank

you!

o Finding words that start with the sound a

* Talking about our number of the week and practising how to count ‘just

two'

® Playing with each other and developing friendships
¢ Enjoying playing our class song ‘Sleeping Bunnies', which we change to
do different animals that move in different ways. We've chosen the

animals from our Books of the Week, last week and this week, and used
this activity to reinforce the language we are learning from the stories,
for example a gorilla thumps, a snake slithers, an elephant stomps.

* Reading a book about the importance of brushing our teeth and talking
about our own routines in brushing our teeth and why we do it.

Our Book of the Week next week will be...
Whiffy Wilson: The wolf who wouldn’t wash!

Please allow your child to bring into school any lovely leaves and cracking
conkers that they might find on their travels. We are going to make an Autumn
interest table where they touch and share these natural treasures!

A big thank you to all the parents and carers who have helped your children
settle in the mornings. Now that we are well into the term and that most
children are settled, we would like to try to get into the routine of locking the
gate by 9:15am. Please try to say goodbye and make your way to the gate by
9:15am. Thank you!
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